
8th Grade Intro  
Who Was Abraham Lincoln? 

 
Studying history is not like studying chemistry or math, the outcomes are not always specific. 
There is often more than one correct answer. Even when we use evidence to make guesses 
and conclusions different people have different conclusions. Sometimes the conclusions are 
completely contradictory. This is okay.  
 
Below are some opinions from debate.com arguing that Abraham Lincoln was either good or 
bad.  
 

People That Liked Abraham Lincoln People That Don’t Like Abraham Lincoln 

Lincoln was the best 
  

“He freed the slaves and overall took charge for 
what was right and even if he did avoid the 
Constitution. He needed to do this in order to 
accomplish what was truly right for the country 
as a whole. He was definitely the greatest 
president in my opinion. Slavery might have 
continued much longer if it wasn’t for Abraham 
Lincoln. Also the United States would have been 
two weak countries instead of one strong one.”  

Lincoln was a dictator 
 
“Completely unconstitutional and abused 
rights. He imprisoned or silenced people who 
opposed him and was probably racist (yes). He 
sent people to prison without a trial and was 
never justified in his attacking the south (which 
was not to end slavery.) He cost the US an 
enormous amount of deaths in the war and 
slavery would have ended any way. He also 
largely increased the government’s authority 
which was a bad thing. “Honest Abe” was 
nothing but a power monger.” 

 
1. Do you find either of these arguments convincing? Why or why not? 

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

2. Are these arguments based on evidence, opinion or a mixture of 
both?_________________________________________________________________ 

3. Is it possible that both of these opinions are correct? 
Explain________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

4. Is it possible than neither of these opinions are correct? 
Explain________________________________________________________________ 

Please Pick Up a Copy of The Emancipation Proclamation (Classroom Copy) 
5. There were slaves in Northern states, border states, and Southern states. When you 

look at the actual words of the Emancipation Proclamation which group did Lincoln 
actually 
free?__________________________________________________________________ 



6. Who was actually running the Southern states when Lincoln freed all the slaves in the 
Southern states?_________________________________________________________ 

7. Habeas Corpus is a Latin term. In normal English what does it 
mean?_________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

8. In America the government can’t just lock people up for no reason (thank goodness!). 
Why do you think Lincoln suspended Habeas Corpus when he did? 
_________________________________________________________________ 

9. We don’t know what it’s like to be President of a country that is fighting amongst itself. 
Can you justify Lincoln’s 
decision?________________________________________________ 

Please Refer to Fourth Debate 
10. In a paragraph that uses Lincoln’s actual words in quotations summarize Abraham 

Lincoln’s position on racial equality 

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
January 1, 1863 

Emancipation Proclamation 

By the President of the United States of America: 

A Proclamation. 

Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-two, a proclamation was issued by the President of the United 
States, containing, among other things, the following, to wit: 

"That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any State or designated part of a 
State, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States, shall be 
then, thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive Government of the United 
States, including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the 
freedom of such persons, and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of 
them, in any efforts they may make for their actual freedom. 

"That the Executive will, on the first day of January aforesaid, by proclamation, 
designate the States and parts of States, if any, in which the people thereof, 
respectively, shall then be in rebellion against the United States; and the fact that any 
State, or the people thereof, shall on that day be, in good faith, represented in the 
Congress of the United States by members chosen thereto at elections wherein a 
majority of the qualified voters of such State shall have participated, shall, in the 
absence of strong countervailing testimony, be deemed conclusive evidence that such 
State, and the people thereof, are not then in rebellion against the United States." 

Now, therefore I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, by virtue of the 
power in me vested as Commander-in-Chief, of the Army and Navy of the United States 
in time of actual armed rebellion against the authority and government of the United 
States, and as a fit and necessary war measure for suppressing said rebellion, do, on 
this first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-three, and in accordance with my purpose so to do publicly proclaimed for the full 
period of one hundred days, from the day first above mentioned, order and designate as 



the States and parts of States wherein the people thereof respectively, are this day in 
rebellion against the United States, the following, to wit: 

Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, (except the Parishes of St. Bernard, Plaquemines, 
Jefferson, St. John, St. Charles, St. James Ascension, Assumption, Terrebonne, 
Lafourche, St. Mary, St. Martin, and Orleans, including the City of New Orleans) 
Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia, 
(except the forty-eight counties designated as West Virginia, and also the counties of 
Berkley, Accomac, Northampton, Elizabeth City, York, Princess Ann, and Norfolk, 
including the cities of Norfolk and Portsmouth[)], and which excepted parts, are for the 
present, left precisely as if this proclamation were not issued. 

And by virtue of the power, and for the purpose aforesaid, I do order and declare that all 
persons held as slaves within said designated States, and parts of States, are, and 
henceforward shall be free; and that the Executive government of the United States, 
including the military and naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the 
freedom of said persons. 

And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to abstain from all violence, 
unless in necessary self-defence; and I recommend to them that, in all cases when 
allowed, they labor faithfully for reasonable wages. 

And I further declare and make known, that such persons of suitable condition, will be 
received into the armed service of the United States to garrison forts, positions, stations, 
and other places, and to man vessels of all sorts in said service. 

And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by the 
Constitution, upon military necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind, and 
the gracious favor of Almighty God. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United 
States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington, this first day of January, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty three, and of the Independence of the United States 
of America the eighty-seventh. 

By the President: ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 

 



Fourth Debate: Charleston, 

Illinois 

September 18, 1858 

Eleven railroad cars of people from Indiana were among the approximately 12,000 in attendance. 

AAnswering Douglas' charge made in Jonosboro that he favored racial equality Lincoln explained his 

views on race. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: It will be very difficult for an audience so large as this to 

hear distinctly what a speaker says, and consequently it is important that as profound 

silence be preserved as possible. 

While I was at the hotel to-day, an elderly gentleman called upon me to know whether I 

was really in favor of producing a perfect equality between the negroes and white 

people. [Great Laughter.] While I had not proposed to myself on this occasion to say 

much on that subject, yet as the question was asked me I thought I would occupy 

perhaps five minutes in saying something in regard to it. I will say then that I am not, nor 

ever have been, in favor of bringing about in any way the social and political equality of 

the white and black races, [applause]-that I am not nor ever have been in favor of 

making voters or jurors of negroes, nor of qualifying them to hold office, nor to 

intermarry with white people; and I will say in addition to this that there is a physical 

difference between the white and black races which I believe will forever forbid the two 

races living together on terms of social and political equality. And inasmuch as they 

cannot so live, while they do remain together there must be the position of superior and 

inferior, and I as much as any other man am in favor of having the superior position 

assigned to the white race. I say upon this occasion I do not perceive that because the 



white man is to have the superior position the negro should be denied every thing. I do 

not understand that because I do not want a negro woman for a slave I must 

necessarily want her for a wife. [Cheers and laughter.] My understanding is that I can 

just let her alone. I am now in my fiftieth year, and I certainly never have had a black 

woman for either a slave or a wife. So it seems to me quite possible for us to get along 

without making either slaves or wives of negroes. I will add to this that I have never 

seen, to my knowledge, a man, woman or child who was in favor of producing a perfect 

equality, social and political, between negroes and white men. I recollect of but one 

distinguished instance that I ever heard of so frequently as to be entirely satisfied of its 

correctness-and that is the case of Judge Douglas's old friend Col. Richard M. Johnson. 

[Laughter.] I will also add to the remarks I have made (for I am not going to enter at 

large upon this subject,) that I have never had the least apprehension that I or my 

friends would marry negroes if there was no law to keep them from it, [laughter] but as 

Judge Douglas and his friends seem to be in great apprehension that they might, if 

there were no law to keep them from it, [roars of laughter] I give him the most solemn 

pledge that I will to the very last stand by the law of this State, which forbids the 

marrying of white people with negroes. [Continued laughter and applause.] I will add 

one further word, which is this: that I do not understand that there is any place where an 

alteration of the social and political relations of the negro and the white man can be 

made except in the State Legislature-not in the Congress of the United States-and as I 

do not really apprehend the approach of any such thing myself, and as Judge Douglas 

seems to be in constant horror that some such danger is rapidly approaching, I propose 

as the best means to prevent it that the Judge be kept at home and placed in the State 

Legislature to fight the measure. [Uproarious laughter and applause.] I do not propose 

dwelling longer at this time on this subject. 



 
  



Suspension of Habeas Corpus 0f 1862 

* Habeas Corpus- the right in which citizens must be brought before a judge and 

charged with a crime if they are imprisoned. 

  

Whereas, it has become necessary to call into service not only volunteers but also 

portions of the militia of the States by draft in order to suppress the insurrection 

existing in the United States, and disloyal persons are not adequately restrained by the 

ordinary processes of law from hindering this measure and from giving aid and comfort 

in various ways to the insurrection; 

Now, therefore, be it ordered, first, that during the existing insurrection and as a 

necessary measure for suppressing the same, all Rebels and Insurgents, their aiders and 

abettors within the United States, and all persons discouraging volunteer enlistments, 

resisting militia drafts, or guilty of any disloyal practice, affording aid and comfort to 

Rebels against the authority of the United States, shall be subject to martial law and 

liable to trial and punishment by Courts Martial or Military Commission: 

Second. That the Writ of Habeas Corpus is suspended in respect to all persons arrested, 

or who are now, or hereafter during the rebellion shall be, imprisoned in any fort, camp, 

arsenal, military prison, or other place of confinement by any military authority of by 

the sentence or any Court Martial or Military Commission. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of the United 

States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this twenty fourth day of September, in the 

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, and of the 

Independence of the United States the 87th. 

By the President:ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 



 


